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THE NAVY
From the N. ¥, World,

When the Monarch dropped her anchor in
PPortland harbor alongside the rickely hulks
which, as the most available of their olasa,
the Navy Dapartment sent to grooi her, we
werg the first to cull altention to the ocon.
teast aud to the lesson which it tanght.
Thers is no use in disguising the fact that,
ns was the Minntonomab to the Monarch, so
is the pavy of the United States to that of
Gireat Britain. The ratio may be the same
to other maritime powers of the Old World;
for there is now lying off the Battery ar iron-
olad vessal of war—the child of what is called
““‘decrepit Spain"—which points the same
moral without the actual contrast, Since onr
comments other papers less linble to a certain
political bins have taken up the theme in a
Kindred spirit; and finally Admiral Porfer
and Seoretary Robeson, hanging their heads
in sorrow, if mnot in shame (for the fault is
hardly theirs), admit that no word we utterad
i too strong. At the same time we hear that
tho British Admiralty does not concenl its
pride in what, in the way of the invigoration
of the navy, it has done, and the desire,
which will not be frustrated, that Parlinment
shall enable it to do still more. All this
while our parlinment, a8 in its sssumed om-
nipotence we may describe it, is ongaged in
tlatorminin[.,r, if it can, how many stripea
there shounld lLie on a paymaster’s slesve, and
what, according to the carpet-bagger's tariff,
i l!htz« actual price of a cadetship at Auna-
polis.

Thon there comes to us asad story from
Lhe other side of the globe, The Oneida is
sunk by a collision with a passenger steamer
within two hours after leaving port, in sight
of land—a midshipman being apparently in
charge of the deck—and nearly nﬁ hands are
lost. Far, very far, be it from us to say a
word in disparagement of the vigilance or
seamanship of the gallant men who perished,
We neitker do this, nor, for the sake of
lmman nature—and especially that form
whioh never shows itself more nobly than in
rascues from the perils of the deep—do we
believe one word of the story that the Bom.
biny, knowing the catastrophe and hearing the
guns, hurried brutally away. No English
sailor does this; and, if be does, our Anglo-
phobists hereabouts may be sure he will be
saverely punished, Woe shall not belicve it
till it be proved judicially. But still, even
with these clear disavowals, may we not put
the question to those who have nowin charge
our naval service—Is there nol something
painfully significant and worthy of inquiry in
suoch a oatastrophe ?

The telegrams tell us that the Oneida had,
in a recent typhoon, lost all her boats (how
many the original number was is not stated)
but three, one of which was destroyed by the
collision—leaving but two small boats to save
A hundred and seventy-nine men, But then
the frightful account on to say that, the
executive officer having reported the vessel
sinking, Captain Willinms' reply was, and
they were his last words:—*‘I know it; but
what can I do? 1 asked for more boats, and
they were not allowed me.” Asked whom?
Not the admiral on the station, who has no
reserve of boats or timber at his command.
In fact, a8 every one familiar with the Asiatic
consts knows, there more than anywhere are
thoy deficient, T'o what ¢narter, then, was
Captain Williams' solicitation for more hoats
directed ? It could have been nowhere but
to the Navy Yard at Philadelphia—whence,
we believe, he sailed—or to the burean at
Washington which is supposed to have charge
of equipment. No doubt it was the latter.
A heavy responsibility rests somewhere, and
we anxiously await the detailed report of the
survivors a8 to the original condition of this
ill-fated craft before we and the public de-
termine exactly what and where it is.

It is, after all, the saving and the loss of
vessoels and of lives which, far more than vie.
tory or defeat in battle or blockade, reveal
the character and determine the merit or de-
merit of a naval service, This is clearly the
casa with the commercinl marine. The stupid
wholesale slaughter of 1854, when the little
Vasta erushed her own bows in the side of
the Arctie, and, while the diminutive assail-
ant—if we may so term her—was, by wonder-
ful seamanship, taken mafely into port, her
huge vietim, supposed to be well equipped
and manned, was allowed, in a perfectly calm
sen and with five hours for work, to sink to
the bottem, and not a woman or child
esoaped—when this ocourred, followed so
soon by the unaccountable loss of a consort
ship, the commercial steam marine of our
country received a blow from which it never
entirely recovered. On the other hand stand
out in bold relief the heroic discipline of the
Dirkenhead, where some were saved; the
more wonderful and successful heroism of
the Barah Sands, where all were: and the
prond hoast of the Cunard line that, while
i1ta ships bave been wrecked, it never has lost
a single life,

Is our naval servico—the gquestion is asked
neither nngenerously nor unpatriotically-—or
even tho military service as now organized,
eduoated up to the standard which such emer-
gencies require? We very much doubt it;
while we do not doubt that none will angonn-
ter inevitable death more heroically than
onr brave sailors, Captain Luce sank gal-
lantly with the ship he was incompetent to
save, and it wia & mere miracle by which he
was resened. Nor, as wo shall always con-
tend, have the processea of such a war as we
have had improved the professional capability
~—that is, the seamaunship proper—of the
navy. Piloting iron tubs np the l'ennesses
and Oumberland, and fighting forts or shell-
ing baock Beauregard's advauce at Pittsburg
Landing, was all very important and heroie;
Lt it could have been j:uu just as well by
any brave river navigator who knew how to
handle a piece of artillery as by thal sin-
gularly expert and sccomplished sailor—for
such in every msense he was—the late
Admiral Foote, 8o, in a modified form,
at New Orleans and Mobile and Vicksburg.
So with the dull rountine of steam blockade,
As an exception to this, and as showing real,
praotioal seamanship—how to handle » ship
dextorously—was what may be desoribed as
the cirenlar movement of the Wabash in the
attack on the Port Itoyal forts, the execntion
of which we have always heard mainly attri-
buted to a gallant officer still living nmongst
ns—Raymond Hogers, There wus seaman-
ahip in the Kearsarge, and, let us admit it, in
the roving Alabama too. "There was n mar-
vollous lack of it when Bemmes ran away
from the Brooklyn at the Balize, and escaped
the Iroquois ab St. Thomas, There was sens-

manship in olden times when Iull ontma-
RoEw the Dritish fleet and Btewart at
night captured a double foe. There was
harolsm at Co en; but there was
the very genius of seamanship when
Nelson, seeing that where a shi oun‘:l swing
a ship could piloted his fleat jnside of
1ho Frenchmen st the Nile. It is this ac-

AGAIN

complishment of the profemion—this emar-
geney skill—only needed in peacofal Limes
when shipwreck 18 imminent—<which we foar
i rusting out in our pervics, and whioh it will
ba well for those baving naval odacation and
discipline in chargo to burnish up. 'The loss
of the Onoida wil']zl nontly all on board—brave
fellows, who knew how to die—has brought
these thoughts bask monrnfully to our minds,
while no professional reproach oan rest on
tho memory of the dead, if the Navy Dapurt-
ment gent them to distant and perilous soas,
ng Captain Williams with his dying words said
it did, unprovided with the means of esoape.
“What can I do? I asked for more boats,
and they were not allowed me."
=

THE CLOSE OF GRANT'S FIRST YEAR,
Prom the N; Y, Tribuna,

The quotations of gold, which have boon
stendily and rapidly going down during the
past fortnight, fell on Friday till the preminm
resched the vieinity of 113—fluctuating the
greater part of the day a few fractiona above
that point, but at one time striking a fraction
below it. The quotations of Government
bonds indicated during the day that they were
on the verge of par in gold, most of tho va-
rietios being worth bat little less than gold,
while one variety was at a gold preminm over
its face value,

T'hat the day of which weare able to chroni.
¢le these highly favorable financial faots was
also the day that marks the termination of the
first year of President Grant's administration
of public affairs, i8 & circumsatance which the
country will not lose sight of, and which the
friends of the President will observe with un-
feigned joy.

If the full of the gold preminm and the
advance of the national credit affected only
the Wall street speculators who have been
half-crazed thereby, the matter would not be
worth much attention. But its relation te all
our business interests and to all classes of our
people—to producers and consumers, to
farmers, merchants, mechanies, and laboring
men of every order—is of such a nature as to
malke it of the highest consequence. For the
last eight or nine years the business and labor
of the country have been kept in a state of
anarchy by the wide and incalculables fluotua-
tions in gold and currency, Not only have
values been deranged but our legitimate in-
dustries bave been thrown into a confusion
that to many of them was destruction. There
has been no possibility of remedying these
ovils until onr money system was put in order
—until our currency represented a fixed and
determinate wvalue, corresponding to the
world's standard. It is becauss we now see
hope of speedily arriving at this desirable
point that we lind cause of congratulation in
the movements which have lately taken place
in our money market,

We take it of course that these movemaents
aro not in the nature of spasmodie Huctua-
tions which may go the other way on any
given day. If they were, they would be of
advantage only to the speculators, and would
continue to work the damage which the
puble interests have already suffered from
previous fluctuntions. But no one who has
observed the course of things will beliave
that there is any danger in this direction, or
that there is any more likelihood of gold re-
turning to 130 than there is of its returning
to 200, It hus not gone down through specu-
lative combinations, but through the opera-
tion of general causes that are not within the
control of the Gold Room,

The downward movement of on Friday was
acoclerated by the ciroulation of an ex.
hibit of our commeroinl exchanges, by which
it appeared that the balance of trade against
us during the second half of the last year was
only abont two millions of dollars. Though
we o not mean toaccept the interpretation of
this exhibit that was given by the bear opo-
rators in pold—though we do not admit that
they took all the elements of calenlation
into account—yet its influence in Wall
street indicates one of the great forces
affecting the gold premium and the publie
credit,  We must keep our commercinl
exchanges on the safe side. If our imports
are double the wvalue of our exports, we
must make up the difference by exporling
gold or (which is practically the same thing)
bonds: and our heavy exports of coin during
past years hove been one of the forces ope-
rating to the injury of our financial condi-
tion. The *‘street” understands this very
well, as it has shown a hundred times over.
And not to criticise here the exhibit used by
operators on Friday, it remains a fact that
our commercinl exchanges are in a better state
at this time than they have been at any time
since the years before the war. Inthe single
item of colton, we have an advantage in our
exporta greater than we ever had before: and
it must tell more largely in our favor here-
after than it does even at the present time,

The things, however, for which the admin-
istration deserves the highest credit in con-
nection with the improvement in our finan-
cial condition are such as relate to the carry-
ing out of Grant's policy of honesty and re-
trenchment. When, by his election, the
country and the world received assurance that
the financial honor of the Government would
be maintained--when the policy of repudia-
tion was spurned by the people, and Congress
gave its ploedge to support the publie oredit
by paying the prineipal and interest of the
debt in gold—the first greal steps toward
financial redemption were taken. ‘When
Grant announced his brief nod simple policy
for remedying the confusion of our financial
state—when he begau to carry out practically
the programme ho hnd snnounced —it was evi-
dent that we were nhout to take a long stride
towards the settlement of our tron-
bles. But a year's experience of this
policy has gone far beyond public expectation,
To say that the debt has been decreased
during the year of his administration a hun-
dred millions of dollars is to represent but a
small part of what bas actoally been achieved.
To say that during the first half of the current
fiscal year the revennues were increased, by
more faithful collection, at the rate of thirty
millions & year over the previous year, does
not indicate the actual result gained for the
public Treasury. To say that the exponses of
the Government have been vastly reduced
and that the interest has been decreased by
the diminution of the debt, is ouly to give a
hint of the retrenchment that has been onr-
vied ont, But these things have told with
immense effect on our financial condition,
aud it is to the admirable policy and action
of the administration that we owe the im-
provement which is now going on toits con-
summation,

A Democratic paper racently took the trou-
ble to attempt to show that neither Grant nor
his policy deserved any credit for the bright-
ening financial outlook. But Grant and his
policy deserve the very highest credit. Bup-

he had collected the revenues in the neg-
igent manner of which we bad so much pre-
vious experience; suppose the debt had been
inorensed, as it was in the labter part of John-
son's administration; suppose the wasieful
expenditures of Jolinson's time had been con-
tinued; suppose we were experlmentiamith
the greenback theory and the repudiation
fraud-—does anybody supposs that our bonds

would now bo at or near par, or thai gold

would ba quoted at ita present price, or that
our eredit would atand whers il doss nbroad ¥
To ask the question is to answer it, and to
show the abmdrdity of the reasoning of the
Demooratio organ,

It i not by the display of any immensus
goenins or of any gigentic and mysterions
“‘plan" that these groat resnlls have boeen
wrought, It is by the r‘arr}.'in’i( out of nfow
simple principles, the principles of honosty
and ccomomy, which President Grant an.
nounesd one year ago, Thero oan be no mora
beneficent natural genins than is fonnd in the
power to perceive and enforos thess prinei.
ples. And having mided in the eloction of
Grant, it givos us pride and joy to be able,
at the closo of the first year of his adminis.
tration, to point the country to the resnlts
that hiave already been achieved—to spesk of
the growth of the national welfare, ns shown
in the consummation of the peaceful volicy of
recoonstruotion,

AMERICA,
From the London Saturday Review,
It is perhaps desirable that Awmerican
affairs shonld from time to time atbeact no.
tice in England, sven when they possess little
immodiate interest, for the more important
questions which cecasionally arise can only
be understood by the nid of a general fami.
lisrity with the state of political parties,
There is no reason to suppose that the singa-
larly unfriendly feeling of General Grant's
administration to England is for the moment
aotivaly shared by the gonoral community;
but Mr, Fish's last procecding with reference
to the Alabama controversy is not nnworthy
of observation, It may be remembered that
Lord Clarendon had, in a stndiously coneilia-
tory apirit, divided into two parts, consisting
of a despateh and a memorandum of the sgame
date, his answer to Mr. Fish's extraordinary
inveotive. In the despatoh Lord Clarendon
expressed in conrteous terms the wish of his
Government to discover a solution of existing
difficulties, and his regret at the rejection by
the Henate of Mr, SBeward's convontion, The
accompanying memorandum  contained a
detailed and unanswerable refatation
of Mr. Iish's assertions and argumonts;
and in conformity with enstom, the date and
signature were attached, not to the memo-
randum itself, but to n despateh addressed to
Mr, Thornton, in which the memorandnm
was enclosed. In accordance with his instrue-
tions, Mr. Thornton read both papers to Mr,
Fish, and at his request fornished him with
copies; ye'! in transwitting the correspon-
dence to the Senate Mr. Fish omitted the
memorandum, on the pretext that it wis not
signed or dated. Lord Clarendon, who may
be supposed after forty years' experience to
know something of diplomatic forms, has
explained to Mr. Motley that it was neither
customary nor necessary to sign or date an
inclosnre when the ocevering despateh wna
signed and daled; but Mr, Fish is perfeotly
consistent with bimself in taking ‘avery op-
portunity to offer an afiront to the English
Government, and to render a peaceable settle-
ment impossible.  As it 18 evident that Gene.
ral Girant and his Minister have determined
to keep the quarrel open, the only conrse re-
maining to England ix deliberately to abstain
from further overtures, and to cultivate a
firm resolution to resist mennoe or aggression.
It is some consolation to reflect that the most
unbounded concessions wonld have offered
no remedy against periodiesl ontbreaks of the
chronie animosity which existed long before
the eivil war. In some future generation
American ignorance and prejudice may per-
haps imperceptibly wear away, as the
ancient antagonism between England and
France has disappeared within recent me-
mory,

The process of reconstruction approachos
completion sines the adwmission of Virginia
to the Union, and in the eertainty that the
fifteenth amendment, providing for negro
suffrage, will soon be adopted by the requi-
site number of States. The policy which has
been pursued by the late and by the present
Oongress has secured the greater number of
Southern voles to the Republican party; but
its ultimate success will be contingent on the
disappointment of Republican expectations,
and on the practical reversal of the system of
reconstruction. At the close of the war it
might perhapshave been possible, by a gene-
rous system of confidence, to reconcile the
population of the defeated States to the re-
storation ef the Union: yet it is trne that
the victors were morally bound to take steps
for the protection of the negroes agninst the
oppression which might possibly be practised
by their former masters. The Republican
leaders held that the colored race conld only
be secured by the possession of equal fran-
chises, and they took the political aptitude of
their clients on trust. In the greater nnm-
Ler of the Southern BStates the negroes have
obtained a temporary supremacy, and
they have returned to Congress Benators and
Representatives belonging in a few in-
atances to their own class, but for the most
part selocted from among the Northern ad-
venturers who have sottled in the South in
hopes of profit, or for purposes of political
agitation. There is reason to believe that
the white citizens of the Boulh are more dis-
affected to their rulers than on the eve of the
war, or during its progress, Their chosen
leaders are still in many States excluded from
local and Federsl oflica; and they are gov-
erned at bome and represented in Congress
by an incompetent and obuoxions elass, The
people of Virginia, after complying with all
the harsh conditions of the act of reconstruc-
tion, ware contumeliously snbjected to fur-
ther restrictions. ‘I'he Stute of Georgia, after
formal admission to Congress, has been once
more remitted to militury goveryment, and
the general in commund at predent sits in
judgment on the validity of elections and the
qualifications of Representatives, Notwith.
standing  their traditional belief that
freemen ought to  be pgoverned by
their own consent, Republican legis-
lators might be excused for incon-
sistenoy if they wounld condescend to exercise
a prudent foresight. If the eitizens of the
Bouthern States were likely to submit tamely
to oppression, or if the Federal Government
had the means of overpowering resistance,
it might e excussble to govern a fourth part
of the Union against the wish of all the in-
telligent inhabitants, ‘I'he actnal problem to
be solved is of a differont characler, inas-
much as the superior race will inevitably as-
sort its natural predominanecs. 'The institu-
tions of the United Btates provide no means
of maintaining an artificial system; and it is
imposgible to garrison the Sonth with an army
amounting in the whole to twenty or thirty
thonsand. The outrages which are perpe-
trated against the nogroes in some of the
States are in the highest degree erimi-

nal; but they have been in some de-
gree provoked by the policy of Congress,
and there is mno force by which they

can be repressed. In Tennessoe, where the
mde adventurer Brownlow two or three
years sinoe treated his political opponents aa
conquered enemics, the opposite party,
having obtained possession of the Btate Goy-
ernment, is now engaged in retaliation of the
same kind. The landowners of Florida in-

vite settlers, who are to pledge thewmselves to

hold no intercourse with negroes, The eiti.
zons of New Orloans protest against the cor-
roption and violenos of a Leglslature re-

turned by a negro majority. As soon as the
Demoorats, in the nathral courss of events,
noquire the control of the Federal (tovem-
ment, the white citisens will almost every-
where resume the sapromaoy of which they
have been temporarily deprived. A large
nimber of volers, having grown up since the
wiar, are exempt from the disabilities imposad
on their olders; and the sons will resent the
humiliation to which the fathers have been
injudicionusly subjected,

e ———
MARDI GRAS,
From the New Orleans Republican,

Mardi Gras, or Bhrove Tuesday, the day
belore Ash Wednesday, is upon us with its
fonst of merriment and good things. The
weather is good, yea, delightful, and every-
thing gives gooily prom that the feast
that immedistely precedes the fast of our
church people will be a joyful oceasion to all
who enter into the festivitiea with a Christian
ﬂ;irit. A veory large number of persons from

| soctions of our country have been attracted
to Now Orleans this year to witness the
amusements of this day, and it is to be hoped
nothing will ooeur to mar the pleasure that
shonld be in store for all. In other countries
the festivities that precede Lent are observed
to a much greater degree than here, many
days being ennmerated as days of enjoyment.
In Rome the fast of Lent, which continues 40
duys, is preceded by a fenst of three days,
called the carnival, This, says an
eminent writer, is the origin of the present
carnival or Fasehings, as it is called in the
south of Germany, and which continues in
that country from the twelfth day to Ash-.
Wednesday, The name carnival is derived
from the Latin words carne and cale (necord-
ing to Ducange, from the Latin denomination
of the feast in the middle agos, carne eramen),
because, at that time, people took leave of
flesh, Previously to the commencement of
their long abstinence, men devoted them-
solves to enjoyment, 1mrlicul£u|? during the
three lnst days of the carnival. The carnival
is nothing but the saturnalic of the Christian
Romwans who could not forget their pagan fes-
tivities, At least it greatly resembles the
saturnalia, which were celsbrated annually in
December, with all kinds of mirth, pleasure,
and freedom, in honer of Saturn and the
golden age, when he governed the world, and
to preserve the remembrance of libert
and equality of men in the youth of the world.
In Rome the carnival brought to view, in a
lively manner, the old salurnalia in a new
form. During the last days of the carnival
and particularly during the day which pre-
ceded the long fast, mummeries, plays, tricks,
and freedom of every kind abounded. From
Italy, the modern safuraalic passed to the
other Cliristian countries of Enrope. The
carnival is celebrated in modern times, with
the greatest show and spirit, at Venice and
Home. In the former placd it begine after
Ohristmas, The diversions of it are ehows,
magquerades, the amusoments of the place of
8t. Mark, and sometimes, in ense of the visil
of the great princes, a regatia or boat race,
After this there was a second carnival at
Yenice, the Venectian mass, ealled also the
festival of the Ascension, and the Bucentaur
festival, becanse it commonly began on
Ascension day, and because the celebration
of the marrisge of the Doge with the Adriatic
sen was connected with it. It continued four-
teen days. No character masks were worn
there, except Venetian dominos. The carni.
val at Rome is ocvcupied mostly in masque-
rndes and races.

The custom is an ancient and religions one
that belongs to Catholic countries. In former
years, in this city, Mardi Gras, the day that
mmmediately precedod the inauguration of
Lent, was celebrated in & manner becoming
a Christian people, all classes entering into
its festivities with a proper and becoming
spirit.  But forsome years previous to the
bresking out of the great Rebellion, the ous-
tom had become much abused in this city from
the fact that bad men and women sought to
make it a day of debauchery and ecrime; and
during the reign of Know-Nothingism the day
wis often polluted and disgraced by the acts
of men who, feeling safety in disguise, did
not hesitate to murder those who were politi-
cilly opposed to them. It is to be Eo ned
that a better day has again dawned npon New
Orleans, and that our people will be per-
mitted to again enter upon the festivities
of the day and night of Mardi Gras as of old;
that mirth, pleasure, and freedom may reign
supreme for the time in remembrance of tﬁe
youth of the world, and of their good feelin
for one another. Let their sack-cloth an
ashes be not rendered necessary to wipe out
crime, but to remind them of the time for
exercising abundantly every species of charity
towards those less fortunate than themselves.

A NEW SOUND DUES QUESTION.
From the N, Y, Sun,

A joint resolution recently introduced by
Judge Kelley, and referred to the House
Committes on Foreign Ielations, calling
upon the American Government to cause all
nunlawful restrictions upon the rights of free
navigation in foreign countries to be removed
through the medium of the diplomatio and
consular officers of the United States, finds a
practical application in the Black Sea and the
strpits connecting it with the Mediterranean.
American shipping continues to be hampered
there by dues and restrictions, notwithstand-
ing this country was no party to the treaties
neutrulizing these great arteries of traflie. A
prominent French journal congratolates the
American Legislature on taking another step
a8 important as that which led to the abolition
of the Sound dues, and declares the joint
resolution in guestion to be conceived in the
interests of civilizstion snd of the untram-
melled right of nu\‘igali(xll.

Mr, Seward had already made this matter
the subject of a diplomnatic correspondence
with the powers bordering on the Black Hea;
and, encouraged Ly the example of the
United States, other nations opened negotia-
tions of a similar nature, the result being to
secure to vessels the privilege of passing in
and out of the straits leading to the Black
Sea during the night, which hnd been hereto-
fore donied, to the detriment of merchants
and shipowners, : : )

Dut the present administration }nv;ng
failed to follow up Mr, Seward's vindication
of the American principle of the freedom of
the seas, no further progress has been made
in that direction, Judge Kelley therefore
introduced his resolution in order again to
urgoe the importance of the matter upon the
attention ull’ the Government. It 15 to be
hoped that prompt mensures will be taken to
deliver commerce and navigation in ?‘mtern
Europe from restrictions to which this coun-
try should not any longer submit, If foreign
governments choose to make treatios among
themselves, for selfish or politioal pr
of their own, which violate the prineiple of
free navigation, it is time that they should
bo reminded of the incompatibility of such
proceedings with the interosts of commerce
wnd civilization. At any rate, it caunot be
expected that the United States, not having
boen consulted about these troaties, will con-

tinng to rowpect them. In the Bound dues
question our sarnest agitation suocesded in
creniug those waters to eommerps; and &
similar resnlt will follow in the present in
wtanos if Congress and the DBxeontive follow
up the subject with the onergy whish it de.
sOTVER,

PROPHECY AND HISTORY
Frown the N, Y. World.

We road at this season in the good book
that “‘prophecies fail” and ‘“‘tongues conse,’
but charity never does, Under the new radi-
cal disponsation, however,we have a difforant
rule, and, while chiarity is postponed or thrust
niide, prophecies are in full force and wicked
tongues wag, Witness what ooourred the
other day on the oconsion of the negro
“revel” in the Senate. Just before the dead
was consnmmated, Mr. Cameron, of Ponn-
sylvanin (he whom Lincoln tarned out of
his Cabinot). rose in his place and solemnly
announced the important historical fact that
whoen Jefferson Davis, in 1861, vacated his
seat in the Benate, he (Cameron) told him
(Davis) that, when next filled, it wonld be by
amnegro. And then Cameron, like ancient
Stmeon—mnot Simon, who was by no means
an exemplary character, and had an eye to
tha main chance—uttered s nune dimittis,
and announced that, in the indoction of a
negro, he “had seen his salvation.” This is
the Cameronian version of fulfilled prophecy,
and very touching and picturesque it is.

The Newark Daily Advertiser—udsually a
well-informed and always an intelligent paper
—thus describes what we take to bo the same
incidant:—

‘“T'en years lﬂ) Mr. Jefferson Davis, Benator from
the State of Mississipp), deserted his seat in the
Henate to become the President of the Confederate
States, As he passed out of the chambor he re-
marked to Senator Cameron, of Pennaylvania, that
his successor would probably be 4 negro, The pro-
phecy has become fultlly ent, During all the Inter-
vening decade no senator has sat from Mississippi
untll yesterday & negro took the pince vaoated by
Davis. Tho event Is one of historical importanoca,

Here is what lawyers would call a fatal
variance—not between allegaia and probdata,
but among the probate themselves—and it is
very far from our design to reconcile it. We
prefer, for a moment, to speculate on it in
the altornative.

Jefferson Davis, on leaving the Senate, as
every one knows he did, sadly and reluctantly,
looked to the future with that prescience of
misery and evil which all patriotic men had,
let the contest-end as i€ might, Ile knew-—
no one better—f{rom his military experience,
not merely as a soldier but as a ocabinet

minister, what were the inevitabilities
of war; and however in the heat
of actual confliet, with the light of

occasional victory shining delusively upon
him, he may have chafed himsalf, as it were,
into confidence, yet, before the contest began,
he must have felt and did feel that the cause
to which he honestly sacrificed himself wonld
be ultimately a losing one; and then, shaking
bands with Mr, Cameron, as wo believe he
did, he solemnly said:—*“The price of all the
bloed that is about to be shed will be, not
any great public or national benefil, buat
merofv that a negro—illiterate and brutal—
shall be placed in the seat I now resign.”
This is verified prophecy in one view of the
facts. Now for the other.

Simon Oameron—a pro-slavery Democrat
down to 1846, when his personal antipathy to
Mr. Buchanan drove him to the support of
Fremont; a rich, prosperous, not an un-
amiable man, who in his heart was no senti-
mental Abolitionist, and who did not care
half ss much for the negro, individually or in
mass, as for the Middletown Bank or the
Northern Central—takes a jannty, exultant
view of the cominﬁ strife, and shaking his
farewell finger at the retiring Southron tells
him that *‘the penalty of secession will be,
not that slavery shall be abolished, or any
%;renf. social or moral or political resuit ensne,
mt that Southern pride, and especially his
(Mr. Davis'), shall be humbled by putting a
negro in his place,” And that Sona, o
exults! TFor the sake of human nature we
sincerely hope that the Newnrk story is the
true one, and that Davis, not Cameron, was
the prophet.

For our part, we take no stock in the cant-
ing sentimentalism that affects to discern the
finger of a special Providence in the fact that
Revels sits in the seat of Jefferson Davis, A
nu&;ro in the Senate of the United States is,
indeed, a phenomenon, kut not quite so great
a miracle a8 was the speaking of Balanm's
ass,  Withont a divine interposition the ass
oould not have had the gift of human utter-
ance in what we presume was good
Hebrew : but it surely required mno
miracle to elect a negro to the Senate
by the aid of bayonets. The machinery
which elected 80 many carpet-baggers
required no extra oil or new wheel to enable
it to elect Revels, even though he is both a
negro and a carpel-bagger. The stupidest

lantation band in Mississippi might have

en foisted into the Senate with aqual ease
by the same military means. If Revels is
well let alone, he will immediately sink to his
proper level. The social considera-
tion due to his position, and the
social contempt certain to be paid to his
coloy, will make him sore and uncomfortable
with the annoying contrast between his pre-
tensions and his treatment. If he receives
uny soocial courtesies, it will be merely to
spite the Democrats, who will most easily
thwart such a design by not dignifying him
with any further notice. After civil govern-
ment is restored and the South enjoys free
elections, it is not probable that any more
negroes or any more carpet-baggers will be
rent to Congress; and meanwhile poor Revels,
if he is a man of nny sensibility, will suffer,
as any wan must in the company of snperiors
Ly whom he is slighted and tlleupi:wﬂ.
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